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L. colliveri sp.nov. is found in NE and Central Queensland. It has been confused with L. 
allanae (Longman.) but, besides the slrickingly different colour-pattern, it can be readily 
distinguished by the presence of a nubbin for a foreleg whereas L allanae has no forelegs. 
With L colliveri separated from L allanae , the range of the latter species is oven more 
restricted than thought .This rare species has on ly been found between Clermont and Capella, 
Central Queensland, within the area 22°50-23°06 , S and I47°38-147°54’E. ltapparently has 
not been met with since 1960. QSc in cidae, Lerisia allanae, Lerista colliveri, new species, 
Queensland. 
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The status of Lerista was clarified by Greer 
(1967, 1986). Since 1972, the species of the genus 
have received much attention in the central 3nd 
western States because of the work of Glen Storr 
(see Wilson & Knowles, 1988, for references). In 
that time, however, the species of Queensland 
have not been as intensely studied. 

For Queensland, Storr (1972) clarified the 
status of L muelleri (Fischer) and Cogger (1975) 
noted 9 species of Lerista from the State. Greer 
(1979) described a new species L articles from 
NE Queensland and Cogger el al. (1983) listed 
the synonymies for all species. Greer et al. ( 1 983) 
added three new species - L cinerea, L. slorri and 
L. vittata - from NW, NE and Central Queensland 
and Storr (1986) erected L aericeps aericeps 
nov., from SW Queensland and the Northern 
Territory. 

In 1988, Wilson & Knowles reviewed all 
Australian terrestrial reptiles and noted 15 
species of Lerista from Queensland. However, in 
1990, Greer said L, aericeps aericeps Storr was a 
junior syoonym of L. xanthura Storr. Even so, 
Storr (1991a) was unconvinced and preferred to 
retain L. aericeps as a valid species. Storr(1991b) 
also disagreed with Greer’s (1990) and Wilson & 
Knowles’s (1988) concept of L. orientalis (de 
Vis); he divided the taxon into three allopatric 
species, two of which were new: L zanulala and 
L. ingrami. 

Recently, Covacevich & Couper (1991b) listed 
17 species from Queensland and also provided 
maps (1991a) of 15 of the species that were 
represented in the Queensland Museum collec- 
tion. In this paper, we add a further new species 
from NE and Central Queensland that has been 


confused with L allanae (Longman). We also 
re-appraise the status of the rare skink, L. allanae. 

Measurements are in millimetres. Specimens 
prefixed by J are housed in the Queensland 
Museum, by R are in the Australian Museum. 
Queensland regions follow Ingram & Raven 
(1991). 

Lerista colliveri sp.nov. 

(Figs 1-3) 

Lerista allanae Wilson and Knowles, 1988: 291, photo 
no.523; Cogger, 1983, 1986: pl.672; Covacevich & 
Couper, 1991a: fig.305 

Material Examined 

HolotypE: J 16181 Hughenden (20 C 51’S, 144°12'E), 
CQ, J Devecchi 

Paratypes: J33128 Baliery Sln(I9*26’S, 145°5]’E), 
NEQ; J33123 Harvey Ra, Mingela (19 c 4l‘S, 
146°20'E),NEQ, A. Taplin, Mar 1979; J33 124 Fan- 
ning R Stn . c. ! .5 km from hsd (19°44’S, 146°26’E), 
NEQ, K.R. McDonald, F. Parker, 1 Mar 1980; 
J33J27 Fanning R Sm, 1.5km from hsd (19°44'S, 
146°26’E), NEQ, K.R. McDonald, F. Parker, 1 Mar 
1980; J46266-7 Mingela Ra, Fanning R Stn 
(19°44’S, ]46°27’E), NEQ, K R. McDonald, F. 
Parker, I Mar 1980; R62452 Red Falls at the Basalt 
W'all, 60km due WNW Charters Towers (19°56'S, 
145°44E’), NEQ, E. Cameron, H Cogger, A Greer 
and P. Webber, l6Jul 1977; R1 1351 5-39 area in and 
near Basalt Wall in vicinity of Reed Falls, Lolworth 
Ck, (19°56'S, 145°44E') CQ, A.E. Greer, E.N. Ar- 
nold, D. Kent, R, Sadlier, G Shea, 10-12 Sep 1984; 
J33125-6 Toomba Stn (19°58’S, 145 n 34'E). NEQ. 
B,C. Lawrie, D, Locke, 1 Jun 19S1; J45648 Dun- 
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raven Stn. c.BOkm NW Hughenden al Slewarl Ck 

(20°30’S, 143°55'E). CQ, A. Rozefclds and J. 

Covacevich, 7 Aug 1985; JI6182-3 Hughenden 

(20°5rS, ]44°12’E), CQ, J. Devecchi. 

Diagnosis 

A large (maximum snout-vent length 84) Leris- 
ta with a movable eyelid; foreleg reduced and 
represented by a nubbin; and hindleg with one 
clawed digit. Most similar to L. allanae but dis- 
tinguished by colour-pattern (continuous, dark, 
longitudinal lines dorsally and laterally; ventral 
scales with or without dark flecks vs longitudinal 
lines of dark spots dorsally and laterally, all 
ventral scales dark edged). 

Description 

Snout-vent length (mm): 41-84 (N 12, mean 
67.4). Length of appendages etc. (% snout-vent 
length): hindleg 7-9 (N 12. mean 7.6), tail 111- 
127 (N 4, mean 1 18.5), head length 9-13 (N 12, 
mean 10.0), head width 6-8 (N 12, mean 6.7). 

Nasals broadly in contact. Prefrontals widely 
separated. Frontoparietals narrowly (N 7) to 
moderately (4) separated but sometimes touching 
(1). Usually 2 nuchals contacting the parietals,. 
rarely 3 (N 12, mean 2.1). Supraoculars 3, first 
two in contact with the frontal. Supraciliaries 5 
(N 28). Loreals 2, second smaller. Presuboculars 
2, second the smaller. Supralabials 6, fourth 
below eye. Infralabials 6. Midbody scale rows 18 
(N 28). Paravertebral scales SI -94 (N 13, mean 
87.7). Foreleg almost absent, represented by a 
nubbin in a dimple, Hindleg with one clawed 
digit. Lamellae under longest toe 5-7 (N 1 2, mean 
5.9). 

Dorsal and lateral ground colour tan with a 
pattern of more or less continuous, dark, lon- 
gitudinal lines; the lines are formed by individual 
scales having a dark central streak; on lower 
flanks the lines are broken into dark-edged scales. 
Ventral ground colour cream; chest and belly 
immaculate to well-marked with dark flecks; un- 
derside of tail boldly to obscurely patterned with 
longitudinal lines of dark flecks. Head shields 
dark-edged and mottled; lips barred; loreals and 
temporals marked by a dark streak breaking up 
posteriorly. 

Distribution 

From just east of Townsville, NEQ, southwest 
to the Hughenden area, CQ. 

Etymology 

Named for Mr Stanley Colli ver QBE (190S- 


1991) for his generosity and outstanding con- 
tributions to the Queensland Museum. 

Remarks 

L, colliveri was included in L allanae by Cog- 
ger (1983, 1985), Wilson & Knowles (1988) and 
Covacevich & Couper (1991a). The two species 
are similar. However, L. colliveri has distinct 
forelegs represented by nubbins while L. allanae 
has no protruding forelegs; they also differ in 
colour-pattern. The two species are separated by 
about 400km. 

According to the criteria of status in Ingram & 
Raven (1991: 337), L. colliveri should be listed 
as ‘3K\ 

Lerista allanae (Longman) 

(Figs 3-5) 

Rhodana allanae Longman, 1937:167. Holotypc 
J6180 from Retro Station, Capella, CQ. 

Material Examined 

J12232 Clermont (22°50'S, I47°38'E).CQ.C. Vallis. 
Jan 1960; J6040, 6)79-80. 6238, 630S, 6429-30 Retro 



FIG. 4. Lerista allanae (holotypc J6 1 80). Above: dor- 
sal view of head. Below: lateral view of head. 
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FIG. 5. Lerista allanae (hololype J6180) from Retro Station, Capelin, CQ (Garry Cranitch). 


Stn, Cape 11a, via Clermont (22°52S\ 147°54’E), CQ, 
P.C. Allan; R13819 20 miles W of Capella (23°06'S, 
1 47°43 ’E), CQ, J.R. Slevin, Aug 1929. 


Diagnosis 

A large (maximum snout- vent length 88) Leris- 
ta with a movable eyelid; foreleg absent (usually 
represented by a shallow depression); and 
hindleg with one, clawed digit. See diagnosis of 
L. colliveri for further differences from that 
species. 


Description 

Snout-vent length (mm); 61-88 (N 7, mean 
76.3). Length of appendages etc. (% snout-vent 
length); hindleg 6-10 (N 7, mean 7.7), tail 100- 
104 (N 2, mean 102), head length 9- 1 0 (N 7, mean 
9.0), head width 6-8 (N 7, mean 6.4). 

Nasals broadly in contact. Prefrontals widely 
separated. Frontoparietals narrowly (N 4) to 
moderately (2) separated but rarely touching (1). 
2-4 nuchals contacting the parietals (N 7, mean 
2.4). Supraoculars 3, first two in contact with the 
frontal. Supraciliaries 4 or 5 (N 8, mean 4.5). 
Loreals 2, second smaller. Presuboculars 2, 
second the smaller. Supralabials 6, fourth below 
eye. Infralabials 6. Midbody scale rows 18, rarely 
20 (N 8, mean 18.3). Paravertebral scales 78-89 
(N 7, mean 85.1). Foreleg absent, represented 
usually by a shallow depression. Hindleg with 


one, clawed digit. Lamellae under longest toe 8-9 
(N 8, mean 8.6). 

Dorsal and lateral ground colour tan to gray- 
brown; back and flanks marked by longitudinal 
lines of dark spots. Ventral ground colour pale 
with chest and belly strongly marked by dark 
edged scales; dark edging particularly prominent 
under tail. Head shields dark-edged, obscure mot- 
tled; lips barred; loreals and temporals marked by 
dark streak breaking up posteriorly. 

Distribution 

Between Clermont and Capella, CQ, within the 
area 22°50-23°06’S and I47 b 38-147°54’E. 

Remarks 

Longman (1937) described Rhodona allanae 
from three specimens. He designated J6180 as 
holotype but left unwritten the registration num- 
bers of the two paratypes. Covacevich ( 1971 ) said 
the paratypes were J6040 and J6238 and that 
J6308 was a questionable alternative to J6238. 
However, while there is no doubt about J6040, 
both the dates of registration of J6238 and J6308 
(28 June 1937 and 30 November, 1937 respec- 
tively) are after the date of publication of 
Longman "s paper (24 J une 1 937) and thus unlike- 
ly to have been examined for the paper. Actually, 
the second paratype must be J6179, which was 
registered with the holotype and is noted as 
‘paratype’ in the register. 
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According to the criteria of status in Ingram & 
Raven (1991: 337). L. allanae should be listed as 
k 2E’, McDonald et al. (1991) rated it as ‘3R’. 
However, they included specimens of L. colliveri 
in their concept of L, allanae. With L colliveri 
removed, the species is only known from over a 
restricted range of about 60km and has been 
collected only in the years 1929 by J.R. Slevin 
(see Slevin, 1955), 1936-1938 by Mrs P.C. Allan 
(inferred from the same dates of registration in 
the Queensland Museum register) and 1960 by C. 
Vallis. In the last 25 years, despite intensive sear- 
ching between Clermont and Capella by many 
collectors, L allanae has not been found again. 

L. allanae is apparently sympatric with two 
other Lerista : L. punctaiovittata (J46739-41 ) has 
been taken from c.8-10km E of Capella at 
Gregory' Mine turnoff (23°05’S, 1 48°06’E) and L 
fragilis has been collected nearby (J6181-3, 6231 
Retro Stn, Capella, via Clermont; J46742-3, 
46746 c. 8-1 0km E of Capella at Gregory Mine 
turnoff) 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

We thank Steve Wilson, Gregory Czechura and 
David Nebauer (Queensland Museum) and Allen 
Greer (Australian Museum) for their advice and 
help; Ross Sadlier (Australian Museum) for the 
loan of specimens in his care; and Glenn Shea 
(University of Sydney) and Garry Cranitch 
(Queensland Museum) for their photography. 

LITERATURE CITED 

COGGER, H.G. 1975. ‘Reptiles and amphibians of 
Australia.’ 1st ed. (Reed. Sydney). 584pp. 

1983. Ibid. 3rd cd. 660pp. 

1986. Ibid. 4th ed, 6S8pp. 

COGGER, H.G. CAMERON. E.E. &COGGER. H.M. 
1983. Amphibia and Rcptilia. Zoological 
Catalogue of Australia 1: 1-313. 
COVACEVICH, J. 1971, Amphibian and reptile type- 
specimens in the Queensland Museum. Memoirs 
of the Queensland Museum 16: 49- 67. 
COVACEVICH. J.A. & COUPER. P.J. 1991a. The 
reptile records. Pp. 45-140. In Ingram & Raven 
(1991). 

1991b. Checklist of reptiles. Pp. 356-359. Ibid. 
GREER. A.E. 1967. A new generic arrangement for 


some Australian seincid lizards. Brcviora 267: 
1-19. 

1979. A new species of Lerista (Lacertilia: Scin- 
cidae) from northern Queensland, with remarks 
on the origin of the genus. Records of the 
Australian Museum 32: 383-388. 

1986. Diagnosis of the Lerista bipes species-group 
(Lacertilia: Scincidae), with a description of a 
new species and an updated diagnosis of the 
genus. Records of the Western Australian 
Museum 13: 121-127. 

1990. The taxonomic status of Lerista acricepsSlan 
1986 with a diagnosis of the Lerista orientalis 
species group. Ibid. 14: 443-448. 

GREER, A.E., MCDONALD, K.R.& LA WRI E, B.C. 
1983. Three new species of Lerista (Scincidae) 
front northern Queensland with a diagnosis of the 
wilkinsi species group. Journal of Herpetology 
17:247-255. 

INGRAM, G.J.& RAVEN, R.J. (eds) 1991. ‘Anatias 
of Queensland's frogs, reptiles, birds and mam- 
mals.' (Board of Trustees, Queensland Museum: 
Brisbane) 391pp. 

LONGMAN. H.A. 1937. Herpetolugical notes. 
Memoirs of the Queensland Museum 11; 1 65- 
168. pi. 14. 

MCDONALD, K.R., COVACEVICH, J.A., IN- 
GRAM, G.J. & COIJPER, P.J. 1991. The status 
of frogs and reptiles. Pp. 33S-345. In Ingram & 
Raven (1991). 

SLEVIN, J.R. 1955. Notes on Australian amphibians. 
Proceedings of the California Academy of Scien- 
ces 28: 355-392. 

STORR, G.M. 1972. The genus Lerista (Lacertilia: 
Scincidae) in Western Australia. Journal of the 
Royal Society of Western Australia 54: 59-75. 

1986. A new species of Lerista (Lacertilia- Scstv 
cidae) with two new subspecies from central 
Australia. Records of the Western Australian 
Museum 13: 145-149 

199 1 a. Revision of Lerista aericeps (Lacertilia: 
Scincidae)oFceniral Australia. Ibid. 15: 365-370. 

1991b. Revision of Lerista orientalis (Lacertilia: 
Scincidae) of northern Australia. Ibid. 15: 413- 
417. 

WILSON, S.K. & KNOWLES, D.G. 1988. 
‘Australia's repiiles: a photographic reference to 
the terrestrial reptilesof Australia.* (WilliamCol- 
lins: Sydney). 447pp. 



